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Eastern Eastern announces disiplinary actions
student for COVID-19 policy non-compliance
count
shows
0.2% drop
By Luke Taylor
News Editor I@DEN_news

By Corryn Brock
Editor-in-Chief I@corryn_brock
Eastern is reporting a 0.2 percent drop in total
enrollment for the Fall 2021 semester, according to
a press release from Thursday afternoon.
This equates to a drop of 18 students.
The university called this drop "predictable" and
said enrollment remained stable with 8,608 students total enrolled at the university.
"Nationally, the pandemic has created some
enrollment unpredictability," said Josh Norman,
Eastern's associate vice president for enrollment
management, according to the press release. "To
see our Fall 2021 numbers stay steady while our
region, state and nation navigated a global pandemic is extremely encouraging, and it just says so
much about the phenomenal relationships we create with our students."
The number of undergraduate students at Eastern dropped by 168.
The number of graduate-level students increased by 48 students since Fall 2020.
The total number of graduate students, 1,705
students, is the highest the graduate student enrollment has been since 2007.
"To see EIU's highest graduate enrollment in almost 15 years speaks to the quality and appeal of
our first-rate graduate programs," said Ryan Hendrickson, L.M. Hamand Dean of the Graduate
School, according to the press release. "Beyond
that, it also speaks to the importance of higher education in general, and to the amplified demand
for skilled workers with advanced degrees in an increasingly competitive global job market. For those
reasons, EIU continues to represent excellence in
education and unsurpassed value for our students
and their families."
High school dual credit enrollment increased by
50 students, going from 2,228 in 2020 to 2,278
students in 2021.
Eastern is seeing 399 international students in
Fall 2021.
This is the second-highest number of international enrollees in Eastern history.
Hendrickson, who also oversees Eastern's Office
oflnternational Students and Scholars, said "The
University is also thrilled to host the second-largest international population in the institution's history. Hosting 399 students from 51 countries allows our international students to bring an incredible depth of culture and diversity to our campus."
Eastern attributed its stable enrollment to
"steady or increased enrollment in continuing,
new transfer, international, dual-credit and graduate students."
The press release on Fall 2021 enrollment stated increasing freshmen retention was also cited as
a reason for the stability ofEastern's enrollment,
specifically, the program "Freshman Connection''
which pairs incoming freshmen with upperclassmen to help them adjust to life at Eastern.
, , . ,
COUNTOAY, page 3

Eastern announced disciplinary guidelines for those who do not comply with
mandatory testing for COVID-19.
There are separate guidelines for students
and for each group of employees on campus, including professional, administrative
and civil service employees.
Negotiated employees, including University Professionals of Illinois members,
American Federation of State, County and

Municipal Employee members and other
union members , also have different disciplinary guidelines .
Weekly testing is required for anyone on
campus who is not vaccinated or who has
not verified their vaccination status.
In all cases, disciplinary action increases
after each week that an individual does not
comply with mandatory testing.

The student will receive a written warning and information sheet.

Week two

The student receives a $150 fine and
University disciplinary probation , which
they can appeal.

Week three
The student receives a second $150 fine
and a registration hold, which they can also
appeal.
Week four
COVI0-19, page 3

Students

Week one

Eastern remeII1bers impact of 9/11 attacks .
A Nation in Mourning
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U.S. still reeling from tragedy
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Government suspects
bin Laden in destruction
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The front page of The Daily Eastern News on Sept. 12, 2001 shows the World Trade Center up
in flames after the South Tower of the center had been hit by a hijacked airplane. Many at
Eastern watch the events play out on televisions across campus.

.... By Corryn Broi:k · - .....
Editor-in-Chief I@corryn~brock

Twenty years ago Saturday, a terrorist attack shocked the United
States from those leading the
country to those in small towns
like Charleston.
The country watched in horror as
2,977 lives were taken in what
some call the worst attack on the
United States.
Now, 20 years later, the country
continues to honor the lives lost
on Sept. 11, 2001 as memories
linger of that day.
Eastern continues to remember
that day from the professors and
students who followed the events
of 9/11 happen while on campus;
the current students who have
memories of honoring 9/11 as
they grew up and the student journalists who covered the impacts
of 9/11 while being young adults,
some straight out of high school.
Sept. 11, 2001 left a lasting
impad on the world,.the United
States.
On page 5 of this edition of The
Daily Eastern News, more information can be found on how 9/11
impaded Eastern and where the
campus is 20 years after the terrorist attack that rocked the United
States.
Corryn Brock can be reached at 581-2812
or cebrock@eiu.edu,
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Ethics bill clears House on second
try, will head back to governor
Vote to accept Pritzker's changes passes on party lines
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By Peter Handcock
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD - The Illinois
House on Thursday voted to accept changes to an ethics bill that
Gov. JB Pritzker had requested,
paving the way for it to become
law once the governor signs it
Thursday's vote came a little
more than a week after an earlier attempt fell short in the House.
That happened during a latenight session Tuesday, Aug. 31, after many Democrats had left the
Capitol following a one-day special session that was called mainly to reconsider a legislative redistricting plan.
But Rep. Kelly Burke, D-Evergreen Park, renewed her motion Thursday at the start of another one-day session that was
called mainly to consider a comprehensive energy package. This
time, with nearly all House members present, the measure passed,
7 4-41, largely along party lines.
Reps. Amy Elik, R-Alton, and Jeff
Keicher, R-Sycamore, were the
only Republicans to vote yes.
Senate Bill 539 originally cleared both chambers during
the spring session by overwhelming margins, 56-0 in the Senate and 113-5 in the House, even
though Republicans at the time
complained on the floor that it
had been watered down. But it
contained enough reforms, such
as increased financial disclosure
requirements and limits on the
ability of elected officials to lobby other units of government, so
that many lawmakers said they believed it was the best they could
get at the time.
But a few weeks after it passed,
on July 14, the General Assembly's top ethics watchdog, Legislative Inspector General Carol Pope,
submitted her intent to resign by
Dec. 15, saying the bill would ac-

tually weaken her office by limiting the types of investigations she
could conduct.
Among other things, the bill
gives the LIG independent authority to launch investigations,
but only upon the filing of a formal complaint. Currently, investigations must first be authorized
by a bipartisan group of lawmakers known as the Legislative Ethics
Commission.
But it also limits the office's authority to only investigate matters related to a person's government service or employment, not
outside activity. As a result, Pope

makers to strike the language that
prompted Pope's resignation. Instead, though, Pritzker issued a
different amendatory veto, asking lawmakers t_o delete language
related to the executive inspector
general.
When that veto came back to
the General Assembly Aug. 31,
the Senate accepted Pritzker's request unanimously, 58-0. But in
the House, Republicans pulled
their support while several Democrats had already left the building,
leaving the amended bill with only
59 votes, far short of the 71 votes
needed to pass.

"I just want to remind the members that we have
an excellent bill that has many needed reforms and
it was overwhelmingly supported by Republicans
in the House and Senate, and in fact, on the motion
in the Senate (to accept the governor's amendatory
veto) it was unanimously supported"
-Kelly Burke house representative

said in her letter, the LIG would
not be allowed to investigate "conduct unbecoming a legislator that
results from such things as posting
revenge porn on social media, failure to pay income taxes on nonlegislative income, and other conduct that I and the public think
the LIG should be able to investigate."
"This legis)ative session demonstrated true ethics reform is not a
priority," Pope wrote. "The LIG
has no real power to effect change
or shine a light on ethics violations, the position is essentially a
paper tiger."
In response, many Republicans called on Pritzker to issue an
"amendatory veto" by asking law-

"I just want to remind the
members that we have an excellent bill that has many needed reforms and it was overwhelmingly
supported by Republicans in the
House and Senate, and in fact, ,on
the motion in the Senate (to accept the governor's amendatory
veto) it was unanimously supported," Burke said during debate on
the House floor.
The bill originally came about
in response to several high-profile
scandals in recent years, including
the indictment of Rep. Luis Arroyo, D-Chicago, who has since
resigned. He also had a lobbying
business that lobbied the city of
Chicago and he was charged with
attempting to bribe a state senator

to support legislation that w;uld
have benefitted his client.
One of the provisions of SB 539
prohibits elected officials, including lawmakers, from engaging in
"compensated lobbying" of other units of government, with the
exception of Chicago municipal
government. That was a carve-out
specifically requested by Chicago
city officials who argued that the
city's own lobbying regulations
were already stronger than those
in the bill.
But Rep. Blaine Wilhour, RBeecher City, urged rejecting the
governor's amendment and returning to negotiations over a stronger
ethics bill.
"There's a lot of talk from your
(Democratic) side of the aisle
about how this is just a start and
we need to do more and, you
know, yada, yada, yada, everything else," he said to Burke on
the House floor. "I don 't think
anybody has ever really answered,
what's keeping us from doing
more right now? ... Do we not
know what needs to be done? I
mean, what's keeping us from giving the legislative inspector general the power that the last three
say that they need to be to be the
proper watchdogs over this body? "
Burke, however, replied that
SB539 was the bill that lawmakers
had approved during the spring
session. She also said the House
has a standing committee that
deals with ethics and that it will
continue to work on other bills
when lawmakers return for the
2022 session.
Capitol News Illinois is a nonprofit, nonpartisan news service covering state government
and distributed to more than 400
newspapers statewide. It is funded primarily by the Illinois Press
Foundation and the Robert R. McCormick Foundation.
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» COUNT DAY
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
University President David Glassman spoke on
the increase as well.
"EIU continues to enjoy a phenomenal reputation for its value and excellence," Glassman
said. "I want to extend my personal thanks to

» COVID-19
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

3

every single passionate EIU employee for their
commitment to EIU, and to our amazing network of enthusiastic Eastern advocates. We pride
ourselves on the relationships we create, and I'm
beyond proud of everyone's 'ALL-IN' _dedication
to student success."

Corryn Brock can be reached at 581-2812 or at
deneic@gmajl.com.

American Federation of State, ~ounty
and Municipal Employees

Week one
Week four
The student will receive interim suspension until they comply with testing and removal from university owned housing,
which they can appeal.
Professional, administrative and civil
service employees

Week one
The individual receives an oral reprimand
by a supervisor, which is placed in their personnel file.

The individual will receive an oral reprimand by their supervisor, which will be
placed in their fil~.

Week two
The individual will receive a written
warning.

Week three
The individual will have a-pre-disciplinary meeting followed by a one-day suspension issued by Direc.tor of Humm Relations
to be taken in the following week.
'•

Week two

..

"l

.....

Week four
The individual receives a written reprimand by a supervisor, which is placed in
their personnel file.

The individual will receive a two-day suspension issued by Director of Human Relations to be taken in ' the following week.

Week three
Week five
The individual receives a one-day suspension· issued by the Director of Human Relations to be taken the following week. They
will have the ability to appeal.
_BY JANIYA FAIR I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

The Study Abroad Program sets up an info table for students to learn more about studying
abroad. They offered chocolate from different countries that are available to study abroad

at.

Study Abroad shares

chocolate, information
By Ian Stobaugh
Campus Reporter J @DEN_news

Eastern's Study Abroad staff set up a table outside Doudna Thursday afternoon, allowing students to taste chocolate and learn
more about the program.
The chocolates were from different countries in Europe, some of which are options
in the study abroad program.
The program offers options for those who
want an opportunity to get an education
outside of the United States.
Heather Vaupel, a graduate student currently studying political science, was answering questions about study abroad at the
table. Sh_e is also a graduate assistant for the
program.
"Currently we have 605 different programs in 6 continents of the world, so you
could pretty well go anywhere. A lot of students like Europe, Latin America, [and]
Asia," Vaupel said.
These programs offer learning opportunities on a variety of subjects.
"We cater to all majors, so we even have
some engineering students go abroad, some
chemistry majo.rs, and we also have a lot of
education majors," Vaupel said.
The Consortium for Overseas Student
Teaching program is a program specifically
for education majors who may want to teach
in other countries.

Students who enroll in this program will
stay in Illinois for eight weeks, and then
spend another eight weeks abroad. They'll
be able to choose from a long list of countries, including places like South Africa,
Mexico, New Zealand, China, and Spain.
A lot of scholarships are available for
those who need financial aid or may be worried about the costs of traveling.
There are both national scholarships and
Eastern-specific scholarships and grants.
The William V. Weber scholarship and the
Office of Study Abroad grant are the two
biggest forms of financial aid that are offered to students at Eastern.
The grant by itself varies from $500 to
$2000, depending on a student's financial
need and academic merit.
Application deadlines for study abroad
_during the summer of 2022 are approaching.
For most programs and scholarships, the
deadline will be on Feb. 11, 2022. However,
for those interested in faculty-led programs,
the deadline will be on Feb. 28, 2022.
Any students who want to learn more
about study abroad can attend the Study
Abroad Fair in the Grand Ballroom in the
Martin Luther King Jr. Union on Sep. 15,
from 10:30 a.m to 3:30 p.m.

Ian Stobaugh can be reached at 581-2812
or at amstobaugh@eiu.edu.

Week four
The individual receives a two-day suspension issued by the Director of Buman Relations to be taken the following. week. They
will have the ability to appeal.

Week five
The individual's supervisor recommends
to the Director of Human Relations that
they be discharged. University president
David Glassman's approval would be required for termination.
University Professionals of Illinois

Week one
The individual will be notified of their
noncompliance.

The individual's supervisor will recommend to the Director of Human Relations
that the indi,yi~~ji,~ ls'e discharged. Glassman's approval would be required prior to
discharge. The individual would have the
ability to appeal.
Other uni.o-nu111ombers: the Fraternal
Order of Poli"i-3e,.labor Council",' c ·~ rpenters, International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, Painters, Plumbing and
Steamfitters, Operating Engineers, Teamsters

Week one
The individual will receive an oral reprimand from their supervisor.

Week two
The individual will receive a written reprimand from their supervisor which will be
kept on their file.

Week three
Week two
A sanction meeting will be scheduled and
the provost will consider a sanction such as
a letter of reprimand.

Week three
The provost may consider additional
sanction resulting in a one-day suspension.

Week four
The individual will be required to follow
the hearing and-appeals processes as outlined in the UPI collective bargaining agreements to implement additional sanctions.

Week five
The individual will again be required to
follow the hearing and appeals processes as
outlined in UPI collective bargaining agreements to implement further sanctions.

The individual will receive a -one-day suspension issui;!d by Director of Human Relations to be taken in the following week,
which they will have the option to appeal.

Week four
The individual will receive a two-day suspension issued by Director of Human Relations to be taken in the following week,
which they will have the option to appe;al \ .

Week five
The individual's supervisor will recommend to the Director of Human Relations
that the individual be discharged. Glassman's approval would be required prior to
discharge. The individual would have the
ability to appeal.

Luke Taylor can be reached at 581-2812 or
at egtaylor@eiu.edu.
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BY ZACH BERGER

STAFF EDITORIAL:
Gen Z was affected in different ways by 9/11,
has different traumas than older gene_rations
Saturday marks the 20 anniversary since the
national tragedy of 9/11.
At the start of the day of Sept. 11, 2001,
no one knew how much our country would
change from that day on.
However, as the years went on a new change
older generations haven't prepared themselves
for started to grow.
A generation of Americans without memories of the day of 9/ 11 or of a world pre-9/11.
For a significant portion of Gen Z, many
weren't born until after 9/11 or were so young
they don't have any memories of the day.
The only memories Gen Z has are news
footage from that day and documentaries.
Gen Z remembers being told about 9/11 every year on the anniversary of the date and in
grief and pain on that day, older generations
didn't think about what they told or showed
Gen Z as children about that tragic day.
Gen Z grew up being shown news footage of
the towers being hit and burning to the ground
and told the exact number of people who went
down with the towers as early as elementary
school.
Every year of Gen Z's childhood on 9/11
was trying to process what we were taught
about a national tragedy.
However, through this yearly process, Gen Z

slowly became desensitized from 9/11.
This created problems of its own because
older generations already get upset about how
Gen Z processes and reacts to traumatic events,
but after the vivid documentation of traumatic
events being shown constantly, how else would
Gen Z develop a way to mentally process trauma?
Between childhood showings of footage and
pictures of a man jumping from the tower, because it would be a faster death to constant
mass and school shootings, the fact that Gen
Z still processes traumatic events instead of just
ignoring them is a miracle in itself.
With social media and technology, these
traumatic events are at everyone's disposal
and posted online again and again constantly watching and hearing about horrible things
happening. Gen Z had to process the videos
and pictures somehow, it just happened to include desensitizing themselves and making
dark humor jokes.
Unfortunately, Gen Z's jokes and desensitization is exactly what angers older generations.
However, older generations have their own
ways to process traumatic events based on their
childhoods, and generations younger than
them don't get angry at them for it.
Older generations need to understand the

FIL,E PHOTO I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Live coverage from the Fox News Network held the attention of Mary Bower, a senior psychology major, at Jerry s Pizza on Lincoln Avenue the afternoon of Sept. 11, 2001. Bower said she
heard the tragic news at 10 a.m. on Sept. 11, 2001.

unique perspective Gen Z has for any traumatic event, especially 9/11.
Hopefully, with Gen Z being young adults
and high schoolers, they will talk more about

how their education about 9/11 was wrong,
and future generations won't be shown tragic
news footage of the people who lost their lives
on9/11.
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·Eastern remembers 9/11
Professors share their 9/11 experiences
By Ethan Schobernd
Campus Reporter I @DEN_news
Saturday marks two decades
since the Boeing aircraft struck the
twin towers, forever changing the
lives of United States citizens. Professors recalled their lives during
that time, and how they reacted to
the attack on 9/11.
Kevin Anderson, who has a doctorate in political science and government, is the instructor of American government, political theory,
and African American politics.
"9/11 was a complete shock. I
was in graduate school writing my
doctoral dissertation when it happened," Anderson said. "The fear
and anxiety of those days was unlike anything I'd ever experienced.
We as a nation had been attacked
and we felt vulnerable in a way
that we hadn't before."
Anderson also had some remarks
to make on 9/ l l's effects on the
nation over the years.
"It doesn't feel like it has been
twenty years, but it also doesn't
feel like it was yesterday either.
Some effects of 9/11 are constant
like enhanced airport security,
and others are subtle like surveillance of phone/email records, but
they are always there. Time changes how we remember things, but I
think Americans still remember the
fear and the unity of the days after
9 I 11," said Anderson.
Thomas MacMullen, who has
a master's in computer technology, is an instructor in the School of
Technology at Eastern.
"I was working at the time . I
was working in Bloomington," said
MacMullen. "I was driving from
Charleston to Bloomington,and
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The tragedy led Mandy Kleber, a senior early childhood development major, right, to attend the interfaith service Tuesday night. Kleber holds hands with
Michelle Perez, a sophomore journalism major, in-the Grand Ballroom of the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union. Everyone should be here, Kleber
~~

I had Mancow on, he was a radio
personality, Mancow Muller. The
Mancow show was on, and he was
talking with his staff about how
they were gonna play a prank on
the people who came in at the next
hour. So, when they started talk-

~~

ing about the planes hitting the
buildings, I thought it was a joke.
I didn't think anything of it until I
actually arrived at work."
MacMullen also had some comments on how it feels like a long
time since 9/11 happened.

"It seems like a lifetime ago. Obviously, when you hit these anniversaries, it tends to resonate. But
looking back, it feels like a whole
other life. I think it still lives in the
forefront of American memory. I
think it is still an event that brings

of a lot of sorrow and hurt. We always said we're never gonna forget
it, and we never have," MacMullen
said.
Ethan Schobernd can be reached al
581-2812 or at ejschobernd@eiu.edu..

Former News staffers share how they covered 9/11
By Ryan Meyer
Multimedia Reporter I@DEN_News
Saturday is the 20th anniversary of
the terrorist attacks that shocked the
country in 2001, and Daily Eastern
News alum Bill Ruthhart was one of
the college journalists who was involved
with news coverage that day.
Ruthhart, a political reporter for the
Chicago Tribune, was the The News'
sports editor in the fall of 2001.
When he first heard the news, he
was in a house on Fourth Street with
four roommates next door to Marty's.
"So I remember going downstairs
to get something to drink in the kitchen, and I had not put my contacts in
yet, so my vision wasn't that g~eat,"
Ruthhart said. "And I remember coming down the stairs, I remember seeing all four of my roommates sitting
o"n the couch watching TY, which is super weird for like eight or nine in the
morning or something like that."
When his roommates filled him in
on what was happening, he described
getting up close in front of the television to see the coverage through his
foggy vision, and then heading to the
newsroom to get to work.
"I remember we had a big screen TV
and I walked up to it, and I had to walk
up pretty close to see because I didn't
have my contacts in, and there's just the
smoke was billowing out of the tower,"
Ruthhart said. "And then I immediately forgot about the drink I was going to
get in the kitchen and I ran upstairs, I
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Almost in tears, campus minister Roy Lanham leads prayer during the 26-hour vigil at the.Newman Catholic Center in the evening of Sept. 11, 2001. At 9 p.m. Sept. 12, 2001 a Mass was held to complete the 26-hour ceremony.

put my contacts in so I could see and
then I remember I just ran across campus to the newsroom at Buzzard, the
Daily Eastern News and a bunch of
students had just kind of started gathering here, and I think the second tower may have fallen somewhere between
like when I left and when I got here,
and I just remember all of us just kind
of fanned out across campus and just
started reporting."
The News' managing editor at the
time, Matt Neistein, recalls a similar experience, when he realized the impact
of what was happening from a journalistic standpoint.

"And I hadn't had the well-defined
journalism instinct yet of going, 'holy
crap, this is news, I need to get to the
newsroom," Neistein said. "That's the
first time that I'd ever experienced that
feeling in the rest of my career, I can tell
you other days and events where that's
happened but that was the first time
where your first instinct is to go to the
newsroom, whatever you're doing, drop
it, there's news to be covered."
The next day's copy of The News featured Associated Press stories and photos, but the work the staff put in the
day before showed in many localized
stories, like ''Administration triC!S to en-

sure campus safety" by Pat Guinane
and "Service brings comfort, unity to
students" by Jessica Danielewicz.
Ruthhart also had two photos in
the paper, one of a flag in Greek Court
hung at half mast and another of a flag
in the bed of a truck in the O'Brien
Stadium parking lot.
Neistein tells a story of The News'
frantic search for an AP photo, and describes how the person he got through
to in the AP office in New York gave
him the photo that ended up being on the front page with no second
thoughts. This, Neistein said, was an
example of journalists helping each oth-

er out.
''And for me the reason that's important is because it demonstrates wha1
journalism can be and what journalists can be for each other. . .I didn't as1
for it fof free. But in that moment, the
business side of it didn't matter. He
knew what we were dealing with, l
knew what he was dealing with, he hac
something I needed, just take it."
While 9/11 was hard on Neistein
he also acknowledged that other events
like the school shooting in Newtowr
in 2012 or the shooting at the Tree o1
Life synagogue in Pittsburgh in 2018
affected him on a more personal level
since he "didn't really know anybod}
who was directly affected who was or
the planes or who was in the buildings.'
"Going back to some other examples, Newtown happened, I had a son
in elementary school, when Newtown
happened," Neistein said. "That hit me
on a deep level. I'm Jewish, Tree ofLifi
hit me at a really deep level. .. Newtowr
is the only time I've ever cried at work
I had to literally go into a corner and
cry." .
In the words of a Ruthhart column from that same Sept. 12 paper, he
writes "The true heroes are those whc
run into burning buildings giving theii
lives to save others. Our true heroes arc
not those who hit the most home runi
or score the most points, but those whc
risk and give their lives for freedom."
Ryan Meyer can be reached at 581 ·
2812 or at rameyer@eiu.edu
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·G et .ready to n1eet the Greeks
By Kyara Morales-Rodriguez
Assoicate News Editor I@DEN_news
Eastern's National Pan-Hellenic Council will be hosting "Meet the Greeks"
from 7 to 9 p.m. on Friday at the Mellin steps outside the Doudna Fine Arts
Center.
Meet the Greeks is an event that is
hosted every year to showcase the African
American fraternities and sororities who
belong to NPH C; also known as the Divine Nine.
Fraternities and sororities such as Alpha Phi Alpha, Delta Sigma Theta and
Phi Beta Sigma will be in attendance, us,ing this event as an opportunity to help
Eastern's students get to know them.
Many of these fraternities and sororities will also be using this event to perfurm their "steps" and "strolls'' for the student body.
Stepping and strolling are forms of
percussive, synchronized dance that originate from historically African American
fraternities and sororities.
These dance forms can be dated back
to hundreds of years ago in African history, when Africans danced together in circles to symbolize unity and strength.
According to Percy Williams, a senior
sociology student and member of Alpha
Phi Alpha, stepping and strolling works as
an unifying force for the fraternities and
sororities under the Divine Nine.
"It brings us all together," Williams
said. "It's something that's important to
each and every one of us."
•~ · Wlieh' siepping,· a fraternity or soroi:-

ity will perform a dance while creating
a beat with their body, whether that be
by clapping, hitting their thighs, stomping or anything else that could help create that beat.
When it comes to strolling, the fraternity or sorority will dance along to a song,
matching their movements with the beat
from the song.
"Every one of us has our own special
song, special strolls, and we look forward
to doing that for everyone in the student
body," Williams said.
Every fraternity and sorority has specific dance moves that they incorporate into
their strolls.
Ke'Ara Cherry, a senior majoring in
computer and information technology, is
the president ofNPHC and a member of
Z-eta Phi Beta.
She said that the dance moves each organization performs helps set the different
fraternities and sororities apart.
"Everyone has something different in
their strolls," Cherry said. "It makes you
able to differentiate between them and be
able to tell whose signs are whose."
Emmanuel Nelson, a junior spon
management student and member of Phi
Beta Sigma, also said that an organization's stroll helps set them apart.
"Each organization, though their
strolls are very similar, they have their
own uniqueness," Nelson said. "When
we all come together, we all show that
uniqueness and I think that's pretty interesting and a lot of people like it."
Not being able to host Meet the
Greeks last year due to the COVID-19

BY JANIYA FAIR I THE DIALY EASTERN NEWS

lmani Walker, president of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, lnc.s in preparation for Meet the Greeks, an event hosted to
allow Greek-lettered organizations to show off their group to the campus community.
pandemic has made this event even much
more occiting for the members of the Divine Nine fraternities and sororities.
Alanna Weems, a senior majoring in
human services program administration,
is the president of Sigma Gamma Rho.
She said that she is very ex:dted to partake
in Meet the Greeks this year.
"I am very ·excitea· ab·out Meet ilie

Greeks because we did not get to have
one last year," Weems said. 'Tm looking
forward to seeing all of the Divine Nine
performances because I know we are all
going to kill it!"
Cherry said that she and the rest of the
NPHC ex:ecutive board has been doing-a
lorof ha,nj>woQ!r.in p~tion fot .Mett ,
'the Greeks, so she is hlso really looking

forward to it.
'Tm just really happy to see all of the
organizations be able to perform," Cherry
said. "I just want everyone to know that
our presence is still on campus."

Kyara Morales-Rodriguez can be
•reacbect 581 .,1811. or atkQfTIOCQ/e"SrQ•
'
' dtigi>ez@e1r1.edu.
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.Women's basketball team releases schedule
By Adam Tumino
Sports Editor I@adam_tumino
The 2021-22 schedule for the
Eastern women's basketball team
was announced Thursday.
The Panthers will be attempting
to make the OVC Tournament for
the third-straight season.
There is one exhibition game on
the schedule against Illinois Wesleyan on Nov. 3 in Lantz Arena before
the regular season opener against
Lindenwood on Nov. 9, also at
home for the Panthers.
There are a total of 12 nonconference games scheduled for the
Panthers this season, including a
rather exotic road trip.
Eastern will be participating in
the University of Hawai'i Tournament from Nov. 26 to Nov. 28 in
Honolulu. Also competing in the
tournament is Hawai'i, Gonzaga
and Utah:
After getting back from the Pa.ciflc, the Panthers will head to Macomb to play in the Compass Tournament, hosted this season by Western Illinois.
Eastern hosted the tournament
last season, which features the four
Illinois schools named for the cardinal directions.
In last season's tournament, Eastern lost 82-72 Northern and beat
Western 88-74.
Eastern' s final nonconference
game this season will be against Big
Ten opponent Wisconsin.
The Panthers played the Badgers
back in Nov. 2019, with Wisconsin
winning 63-55.
Conference play will begin Dec.
29 when the Panthers play Morehead State on the road.
The Panthers' final conference
game is also noteworthy this season.
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Eastern guard Lariah Washington drives toward the basket in a game against Southeast Missouri on Feb. 25, 2021 in Lantz Arena. Washington scored 24
points in the game, which Eastern won 65-57.

Austin Peay will come to Charleston Feb. 26, marking the return of
former Panther Karle Pace to Lantz
Arena.
Pace is a graduate student at Austin Peay, taking advantage of extra eligibility after starting at Eastern for four years. She ranks 11th in

program history with 1,387 points.
Eastern had a conference record
of 9-11. The OVC is two teams
smaller this season than it was last
season, with Eastern Kentucky and
Jacksonville State leaving for the Atlantic Sun.
The OVC teams will all play

each other twice this season, once at
home and once on the road.
Eastern will be returning two AllOVC players, first team selection
Abby Wahl and second team selection Lariah Washington. Wahl averaged 14.75 points per game and
7.4 rebounds last season, both lead-

ing the team and ranking fifth in
the OVC.
Washington averaged 14 points
per game, ranking eighth in the
conference.

Adam Tumino can be reached at 5812812 or ajtumino@eiu.edu
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Panthers head to SIU for weekend matches
By Adam Tumino
Sports Editor I@adam_tumino
The Eastern volleyball team is
looking to rebound from its first loss
of the season last weekend, and they
will attempt to do so on the road in
the Southern Illinois Saluki Tournament.
The Panthers will travel to Carbondale for a pair of matches Friday
and a finale Saturday.
The tournament constitutes the
middle of a stretch of five-straight
road matches after four-consecutive
home matches to open the season for
Eastern.
The Panthers open the tournament Friday at noon against host
Southern Illinois.
This will be the 15 th regular season
matchup between the Panthers and
Salukis, and the first one since 2004.
Eastern won that most recent match
but is 4-10 all time against Southern Illinois. The two teams most recently played an exhibition prior to
the 2018 season, with Eastern winning 3-0.
The Salukis were 2-18 overall last
season an_d 1-17· in conference play.
They are off to a 3-4 start this season.
They opened the season in the
Southern Miss Tournament, losing
the first two matches against Louisiana-Lafayette and Southern Mississippi before beating Mississippi Val-

fey1state?3'-'0:l'"IJJ ~ ;, ., '

1•

· Southern Illinois then hosted the
Saluki Bash, winning the first two
matches against Alabama A&M and
Tennessee-Martin before losing the
fin'Ue ?o "OrarRobeiis. They then
hosted a standalone match against
Sairit Louis, losing 3--0.
By the end of the Saluki Invitati-otal, Southern Illinois will have
~/ayl:<T~~ en -lfom'e matches in a row.
They are hitting .212 as a team while
holding their opponents to a .198
hitting percentage.
They are fed by junior outside hitter Nataly Garcia, who is averaging
2.92 'kills.per set this season. Senior
defensive specialist Kary Kluge leads
tlie team with 4.16 digs per set.
Eastern will play its second match
of the'invitational at 4 p.m. against

ADAM TUMINO I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Eastern defensive specialist Ashley Sharkus (16) prepares to serve against Northern Illinois on Sept. 2 as some of her teammates do a shark cheer from
the bench. Sharkus had 3 service aces in the match, which Eastern won 3-1.

Alabama State in the first ever
matchup for the two programs.
The Hornets are still searching for
their first win of the season after an
0-6 start. They did not play last year,
but back in 2019 were 17-22 overall
and 11-7 in conference play.
They opened the season in the
Jacksonville State Tournament, losing 3-0 against Middle Tennessee
and Jacksonville State before winning their first set of the season
against Gardner-Webb in a 3-1 loss.
The Hornets then played in
the Fairfield Inn and Suites Dunn
Campbell Invitational. Like in the

previous tournament, they lost the
first two matches 3-0 to James Madison and North Carolina Central before losing 3-1 against Campbell.
Alabama State is hitting just .080
this season while their opponents
have been very efficient, hitting a
combined .283.
The Hornets' top offensive player
has been junior middle blocker Kalysia Bates, who is averaging 19.5 kills
per set with a .350 hitting percentage. She is coming off her best match
of the season, a 14-kill effort in the
3- l loss against Campbell.
Saturday's match for Eastern will

be against South Carolina Upstate,
and it will be the first ever matchup
between these teams as well.
The Spartans are off to a 1-5 start
this season. They played 14 conference matches last season, going 7-7.
This season, like Southern Illinois, they opened in the Southern
Miss Classic. The Spartans won their
opening m.atch against Mississippi
Valley State 3-0. A five-match losing
streak followed for the Spartans with
the last four losses being 3-0 defeats.
Their first two losses game against
Louisiana-Lafayette and Southern
Mississippi. They then participated

in the FGCU Tournament, losing to
Florida A&M, Florida International
and Florida Gulf Coast.
The Spartans are being outhit this
season .242-.143 this season. They
are averaging 11 kills per set and allowing 12.7 kills per set.
Senior outside hitter Kelly Wiedermann leads the team with 3.16
kills per set while hitting .132. Senior libero Mackenzie Marcum is averaging 4.67 digs per set to lead the
team.
Adam Tumino can be reached at 5812812 or ajtuminO@eiu.edu
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Football team to face Dayton on road Saturday
Autumn Schulz
Assistant Sports Editor I@DEN_Sports

if.

This will be the second time this
year that the Eastern football team
has competed against a team that
has not played since the 2019 season as they head to Dayton, Ohio
on Saturday.
Saturday will also mark the
first time that the Eastern football team, now 0-2, have competed against the Flyers, who were 8-3
in 2019.
Eastern will have seven players
on the active roster who are Ohio
natives including: quarterback
'O tto Kuhns, safety AJ Sanders,
running back Matthew Spofford,
linebacker Phoenix Porter, offensive linemen Simon France, superback Matthew Bean and punter Logan Neidhardt.
Superback Jay Vallie, a former
Dayton Flyer, is also featured on
the active roster but will not play
this season due to injury.
The Panthers enter their third
week of the season ranked 17 th in
the FCS in fewest passing yards allowed at 136 per game.

Against South Carolina last Saturday, it was the younger players
who led the Panthers' defense.
Sophomore safety Kaelin Drakeford picked up the first sack of
the season for Eastern. Last season,
Drakeford finished third on the
team with 38 tackles.
Sophomore ·safety Jordan Vincent led the Panthers in tackles,
finishing the game with 9 tackles including a half tackle for
loss. Vincent is currently tied for
the team lead for tackles with 12
stops.
Jason Johnson, a sophomore
linebacker, had four stops and is
tied for the team lead with 12 total
tackles on the season.
It was a different story last Saturday for the Panthers' offensive as
it was led by the team veterans.
Wide receiver Tyler Hamilton
was the top receiver against South
Carolina last weekend. Hamilton
has 5 passes for 32 yards and is the
team leader with 6 receptions on
the season.
Chris Katrenick started at quarterback at South Carolina for the
first time in his college career. Ka-
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Wide receiver Kirk Pinkston Jr. (14) and defensive back Kobe Rodgers take
the field before the Panthers' 26-21 loss to Indiana State Aug. 28.

trenick passed for 78 yards, going
l 3-of-21.
Punter Logen Neidhardt had 8
punts and averaged 41.7 yards per
punt. On the season, Neidhardt
has 10 official punts for a 42.3-

yard average.
Overall, the Panthers rank first
in. the FCS in 4 th dowri attempts in
the last two seasons with 82.
The team is currently 3-for-3 on
the season on 4 th down attempts,

one of 24 FCS teams in the nation
that are still perfect on 4 th down
conversions.
The Panthers will be up against
the Flyers' returning leading rusher
Jake Chisholm this Saturday.
Chisholm rushed for 1,129
yards with 8 touchdowns during
the 2019 season. He is currently
on the preseason watch list for the
Walter Payton Award.
Returning quarterback for the
Flyers, Jack Cook, had 2,697 passing yards and 33 touchdowns in
2019.
The Flyers' defense will be led
by preseason Buck Buchanan candidate Brandon Esterling who fiad
140 tackles with 6 interceptions
during the 2019 season.
In 2019, the Flyers scored an average of 42 points per game, with
24 7 passing yards and 219 rushing
yards per game.
Currently, the Eastern football
team scores an average of 11 points
per game, with 166 passing yards,
and 78 rushing yards per game.
Autumn Schulz can be reached at 5812812 or acschulz@eiu.edu

